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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION 

Department of Curriculum Management 

Educational Assessment Unit 

 

Annual Examinations 2017 
 

YEAR 10                                   ENGLISH LITERATURE        MARKING SCHEME 
 

DO NOT PENALISE LANGUAGE ERRORS AS LONG AS THE ANSWER IS 

COMPREHENSIBLE.   

 

SECTION A – DRAMA                                        (25 marks) 

SECTION B – POETRY                                                   (25 marks) 

SECTION C – PROSE                             (25 marks) 

 Candidates should be rewarded for their knowledge of the text (including quotations) and for 

relevance. 

 Answers should be written in a coherent and organised manner.   

 Candidates should be penalised for contradictory, irrelevant and disorganised answers.  

 

21 - 25 marks 

Excellent 
 Essay shows a sound and detailed knowledge of text  

 Content is detailed, relevant and accurate  

 Ideas are supported by quotations and/or close references 

 Meaning is clear and accurate 

16 - 20 marks 

Very Good 
 Essay shows a sound knowledge of text 

 Content is generally detailed, relevant and accurate 

 Ideas are supported by quotations and/or close references 

 Meaning is generally clear and accurate 

11 - 15 marks 

Pass 
 Essay shows an adequate knowledge of text 

 Some of the content is relevant 

 Ideas are occasionally supported by quotes and/or close references 

 Expression is satisfactory.   

6 - 10 marks 

Weak 
 Essay shows limited knowledge of text 

 Content is mostly irrelevant or inaccurate. 

 Ideas are not supported by quotes and/or close references 

 Meaning is frequently not clear 

1 – 5 marks 

Very Poor 
 Essay shows poor knowledge of text 

 Content is too short and generally irrelevant 

 Ideas are not supported by quotes and/or close references 

 Meaning is not clear 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Track 3 
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SECTION D – UNPREPARED TEXT                                                                            (25 marks) 

 

Unless the questions require the candidate to give a specific response or use specific words or 

phrases, award marks for answers that are similar to the models given or express the same meaning. 

 

1. List FOUR words from the first four lines of the poem which reflect the subject of the poem.                                                                                           

                                                                                                                  ½ mark x 4 = 2 marks 

 Accept any four of the following:  struck, love, sudden, sweet, bloomed, flower, stole, heart 

 

2. What kind of rhyme scheme does the poet use?                                                                1 mark 

 Alternate rhyme scheme 

 

3. a)  Quote a simile from the first stanza that brings out the beauty of the girl the speaker is 

 in love with.                                                                                                              1 mark 

  Her face it bloomed like a sweet flower 

 

         b)  Explain why the simile you quoted effectively brings out the beauty of the girl. 

                                                                                                                                                     1 mark  

 Award mark to students who bring out the idea that the girl’s face is compared to the beauty of 

a blossoming flower.             

                                                                                                            

4. Falling in love affected the speaker physically. From the first stanza, describe TWO physical 

effects of falling in love.                                                                                                      2 marks 

 

 Award marks to students who bring out the following two ideas: 

a) The speaker’s face became very white, looking almost lifeless. 

b) He did not seem to be able to control the movement of his legs. 

 

5. From stanza 2 quote TWO phrases that show that falling in love ‘took his eyesight away’.                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                            1 mark 

a) Seemed midnight at noonday. 

b) I could not see a single thing, 

 

6.  Explain why the poem appears to associate falling in love with blindness.                       2 marks  

 Award marks to students who bring out the idea that the speaker’s vision was limited to the girl 

he loved / or else, now the speaker sees the world in an entirely different light. 

7. “words from my eyes did start” 

 Explain this metaphor.                                                                                                          1 mark 

 

 Award mark to students who bring out the idea that the speaker has become inarticulate and 

can only ‘speak’ with his adoring eyes/glances. 
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8.  ‘And blood burnt round my heart.’ 

 

a) Which two figures of speech can be found in the above lines?            ½ mark x 2 = 1 mark 

i) metaphor     ii)      alliteration 

 

b) Explain the above line and comment on its effectiveness.                                         2 marks 

Award marks to students who bring out the idea that the metaphor, which creates an image of  

burning blood, can signify the metaphorical heat of the speaker’s passion for the girl / or else, 

the burning could express the discomfort that love causes the lover.   

 

 The idea of powerful emotion is expressed with the hard ‘b’ sounds of the alliteration ‘blood 

burnt’. 

 

9. “Are flowers the winter’s choice? 

     Is love’s bed always snow?” 

 How do these two questions at the beginning of the third stanza change the tone of the poem?                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                        2 marks 

 

 Award marks to students who bring out the idea that winter is traditionally linked to coldness 

and death. This contrasts with the comparison of his love’s face to ‘a sweet flower’ in the 

opening stanza. The speaker seems to be disappointed and asks if the cold and pain he is 

experiencing, is what he should expect from being in love. 

 

10. Quote two lines from the last stanza which show the speaker’s inability to communicate with 

his ‘first love’.                                                                                                                  2 marks                                                                                       

 

 She seemed to hear my silent voice, 

   Not love’s appeals to know. 

 

11. What do the final two lines of the poem seem to suggest?                                              3 marks 

 Award marks to students who bring out the idea that the poem ends with a personification of 

the heart who must leave his home and ‘can return no more’.  This suggests that after 

experiencing first love one cannot go back to one’s innocence/previous life, 

 

12. In 40 words show how Clare’s poem describes both the pleasurable and terrifying aspects of 

falling in love for the first time.                                                                                       4 marks 

 

 Award marks to students who show that they can use appropriate textual evidence and respond 

sensitively to details such as the following:    

 Pleasurable aspects:  ‘love so sudden and so sweet’; ‘Her face it bloomed like a sweet flower’; 

‘I never saw so sweet a face’ 

 Terrifying aspects:  ‘My face turned pale as deadly pale,’; ‘My legs refused to walk away,’; 

‘And took my eyesight quite away,’; ‘Words from my eyes did start - ‘; ‘Is love’s bed always 

snow?’ 

 Deduct 1 mark if the number of words is not between 35-45 words. 

 


